The effect of domperidone, a dopamine D2-receptor antagonist, on the forward passage of the crop contents of chicks receiving 20% medium chain or long chain triacylglycerol was studied.
chicks (Hattori Hatchery, Ltd., Nagoya) were housed in wire-meshed cages. They received a commercial chick mash (Marubeni Shiryo Co., Tokyo) until they were selected. Before the start of experiment, the chicks were fasted overnight (about 14h) with free access to water.
The birds (about 200g) were singly treated with graded levels of domperidone (0, 0.2, 1 and 5mg/kg body weight). Domperidone (Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, MO, U. S. A.) was dissolved in saline (0.85% NaCl) and was given orally by simultaneous injection into the tube of the diet, while diet intubation was done. Chickens received a single meal of the experimental diets in 7ml slurry (diet (Table 1) : water=4: 7) and the measurement of crop emptying rate was done after 3h. The number of birds was 5 per treatment.
Crop emptying was examined by incision of the skin of crop and clamping the lower and upper crop junctions under light anesthesia with diethyl ether. The crop was then cut distal to the clamps, and crop content was reCrop emptying rate was assessed by measuring the dry weight of a meal remaining in the crop and expressed as the relative weight of the crop content to the amount of food intubated.
The data were subjected to two-way analy-
Results and Discussion Figure  1 shows 
